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HISTORICAL ANGLYSIS OF THE ).CREAK YOUTH MOVEMSNT

Kcrea's Merch First Independsice Movement of 1910 endrd 1 fallure, notwith-
" standing the fact that thers were more than 10 miilion peopie mcbiilzed in the
N movement. Historicelly analyzed, we find bith diroct und fritract causes for this
- failurae.

BN Tk crruct causes Included (1) the m-dest and coi: - ‘atery policy of the e
L bourgeoisie who leé the movement » (2) the rwmerical vessrecu of <ne progresaive
" rarties, (3) the absence of hagic demaids vhick wonld spur ite pecole to asticn
and ksep them united, and (4) the absence of imperstive - biestfves related to 7
daily 1iving that would drive the masses i- siruggle incemenntly ard untiringiy.
In other worda, the movement was initiste" primarily “or podltics’. reascns, and

since 1t had iittle to do with matters such as land probiomg, it failed to appexl

%o the farmers. ¥his was important, since the “mrmsrs conet Muted more than two-

thirds of the Korean population.

In addition, there were such indirect “aciors s (1) JIntan, a victor tous .
nation,eujoyed tie advaniage of inteimationai rolalicme ai that time; (2) §
although “tunched in coordination with a:d undvr +he suUppoY: T the wrallsl
movements abroaed, “he Korsar movement recelved no material evvp-.rt ‘rom abroad .

Although a fafiur . *pe movement irstilles In ‘Le Rorea.: psople a girong
- racial and olssg oo Pooness. Furibermorw, Sarin. tho per: . that tollowed,
young Korean inte5 ! i i s began to be Influooced Lo tan 5o ‘inl socialiem.  After
the March First M: ame %, rumerous youth crpanizaty s spres. :; all over Korea, ]
and on 1 February :920 thn Tederation of Koren Youtn .zsoctiali.nig w:s eatablished,
conslsting of 133 crgnnizaticns and over 30,005 meml-18.
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The purpese of' i Federation of Korear., Ye-ith Acsociu® Low wrvs b promote, . N
develop, amd consclida’.. al' reuth organizati ca. This was - !¢ accimplished by -
frequent motings tc co..rdincte cctivities am ‘mprove moral -, . putiications .
and proposards, by spsnsorins publlic addresses .md teelidii aohiols. aupporting
public educ: tior for the yomth. spongorir: athie 1c mcawn, o tiog Yrdustrial
organizations, comducting industrial research, a ! b impr viag he !1ving conditions

of the poor.
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From 1921 onward some of these obJlectives were carried ont vigorously. . (At first
tho Tederation gave comsiderable suppsrt to the consumer. cocperative movement. How-
ever, because of the lethargy of the bourgeois elements who ruled the Foderation,
the cooperative myvement declined » and by 1923 enthusiam for it hed disappeared ..

. On 24 March 1923, the Seoul Youth Association, an orgmaizetion affiliated with
- the Federation, sponsored & pations” ;suth onvention st Seoul.. S ral hundred

£ . ’ delsgates participated representing over 100 organizations. Wuaen ' .affairs,
religion, education, labor, economics, racial, amd social Iroblems were digscussed
and the couvention was scheduled to bass its resolutions on 29 March. However, -

3 days after the opsning, the oonvention wag ‘ordered to close by the Japansse -
police who feared a iramrgent cutbreak.

On 20 April 192k, the League of Korean Youth Associations held its inargural
convention in Secul, with 176 delegates rarticipating. Leter, more than 220
organipations. Joinsd the Lssgue. The objectives of the lsague of Korean Youth
Asgociations were (1) to emtablisk e new society bagsd on the welfare of the L
masges, and (2) to bacoms the gpearnead of the Forsen liveration movement. Strong R ¥
Pressure from the Japanese police snd the rrohibition of Koreans from aspembling, BSEESE B
however, restricted’ thé Lesgue's social reform activitiss.

During the emme month » the Korean Workers Leagus was organized. .

.The three central organirations: the Fsderation of Korean Youth Aspootations,
the  leagne of Korean Yonth Associations, and the Koreamn Vorkers Ieegue, not only
centralized all youth activities in Kores but also succseded in uniting the
farmors and workare who were effectively irfluenced by the organiiations and
began to take active part in their activities.

During this period there was another national organization, the New Ycuth
League, separate from others. This organization, founded in August 1922, was
tirot callod Prolztariasn Youth Asscciation, but wes renamed the Saturdsy Ciub,
I . in June 1923. The name was changed again, in February 1924, to the New Youth
» League. This organization ves notoriously subversive. Its policies provided for
. (1) sooial raform through military training and the inloctrination c# youchs, and
(?) that the Leagus should be an exclusive organization of proletarian youths. The
Vlans of the New Youth League tc spongor the Far Bas: Youth Convention were interrupted
by the Japanwse authorities.

The establisiment of the Korean Commuist Youth Perty, 18 April 1925, wae
an epochal event in the higtovy of ths Korean youth movement. After ite first
failure, the ultimste snrcess of the Ecreen independence movement seemsd to
dopend upon the Korean C sts. It became apparent that only the Communigts,
with their organdzing ability, could bravely continue the struggle under the strong
Prosgsure and interference of the Japanese anthorities. Moreover, unlike the other
3 social refcamers who ooncentrated on the political front and were more or less
utovian dreesers, the Comxanists were guided by the economic front and offered
practical solutions for the daily living problems of the sufforing masses. The
political >lunders of the bourgeoisie who Previously had led the movement to failure
and their subsequent demoralization impressed the public unfavorably. As a result,
the masses began to desert the bourgecieie leaders anl respord to the Commnist
appesi.

The year 1925 through 1927 merked the turning point in the history of the
Korean independence movewent. This period was characterized by the drastic
. change from a relatively mild movement murtured by the more or less instinctive
- wean desire for freedam, and as sucn 1imited to a few intellectuals amd the
bourgecisie, to an aggressive movement strongly motivated by the new economic
front that apperied to the hearts of the masses and encompassed the whole
Booial strata with definite apd precise obJectives.
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. This ¢rend develoyed into the June Teatl Demonstration i 1926. The

" 'significant fact about this .demonstration was that it was led Yy gtwdents,
which {ndicated the new direction of ‘the movement towards embracing'all anti-
Japansse elemente -- stulents ani workers, intellsotiuals aml nonintellectuals.

I mhme most notable accomplishment of:the youth movemeiit of this pertod was
the unification of ‘the various proletarian organizations whick frequeatly
" lacked unity because of religioue ‘conflicts.

‘Phe ‘famous Ewangju Student Incident which occwrred in Kwnglu Railway
Station in November 1929 between Japanese Polics axd Korean gtulsnts Sshered
in the period of comtimuous struggle by stulents which lasted until March
1930, During this period, 19k schodls and over: 54,000 students werw susponded.
Tn January 1930, when the movement wag at iig climax, 2,000 employses .of the
Pusen Spinning Coapany, 300 workers of the Kato Rits Refinery. in Inckon, and

- the workers of the Taschang Textile Company in Seoul, launched a gemeral -
sympathy strike. = - . k

o After 1531 the movement Teverted to: unfergrinnd: activity becsiass of the
increassd proseure of the govermment in and around Hamgyong Provinco. - Stuldents
instigated fermers riots. v :

Ve conolvde by saying that the auti-Japensse sentiment;which sex ved
" atrestively in wnifying the youths for Communiatic purpoees,tend-1.to alienita
“the pablic Crom the Wovemsnt' when it was turned to radical actions. . The public
shumed hoth patrictien ani Communisa, when two large a dose was given at omse.
The lack of public acoeptznce amd support, so important in ths perpetuation of
an organization, farced mmost of the organizations to disintegrate.

The foregoing historical amalysis of the Korean Youth Movemsnt ie based
.on the meager infcrmation availablo due to the circumstances mior to +he
11voraticn of Zorea which 41d not permit the free recording of data, It 1is
hoped that 13 will serve &s a valuable lesson to the the North Korean

Commnnigt orgsnizers of today.
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